Poem Analysis: First Fight, Then Fiddle
The poem "First Fight, Then Fiddle" was written by Gwendolyn Brooks. The poem is a sonnet in which the poet advocates for the use of war in order to create a favourable environment for art and music to flourish. The main theme that the author explores is devotion to music by fighting for it. The love for music drives the persona to be ready for war in order to be able to enjoy music and art. The speaker recognizes that there is need for those who love art and music to protect them. However, the mood and focus of the poem are not consistent throughout. In the beginning, the poet focuses on the necessity of intense war in order to create an environment where people can enjoy music.  However, in the last parts of the poem, the speaker expresses that war cannot protect art and art should not also attempt to justify war. The contrasting themes in the poem make it complex and force the reader to think critically in order to understand the ultimate message of the poet.
Everyone loves to protect what they love. Be it other people, animals, or material things, humans will go to unimaginable extents to protect what they hold dear to them. Such devotion exemplifies a love so deep and true. Similarly, the speaker in this poem is obsessed with the pursuit of beautiful art.  She lives for art and is ready to die for it in a brutal war. The words that the speaker uses in the beginning exemplifies how far she is prepared to go just to ensure that she can enjoy her music in peace. She expresses that “With feathery sorcery, muzzle the note.” Sorcery is a powerful dark weapon that can be used to devastate an enemy in many ways. The author uses wordplay to lessen the brutality of this practice by referring to is as feathery sorcery. In essence, the world feather conveys the feeling lightness or trivialness, which is far from what sorcery really is. The speaker also uses phrases like “But first to arms, to armour. Carry hate in front of you”, “Win war”, Rise bloody”, and several other that demonstrate her readiness for a brutal fight. She will stop at nothing to ensure that she eliminates anything that prevents her from enjoying music and art. 
 The speaker assumes the role of an army commander by ordering the aspiring musicians, to be ready to fight before focusing on their fiddle. In this context, the fiddle is used as a metaphor for all genres of art. The persona recognizes that fact that the current environment is not suitable for them to enjoy music. Therefore, every lover of art must rise up and fight in order to earn an environment worthy of “fiddling.” Essentially, poem is an acknowledgement of the speaker’s preferred solution to the threats that arts’ lovers face.  To contextualize the poem, it can be perceived as an expression of the dangers that faced the black Americans during the era of slavery and rigid segregation. Therefore, the African Americans could not enjoy their lives in such an environment, which implies that the only ways they could is to fist fight for peace and justice. In so doing, they would be able to have a peaceful environment where they could explore their interests and enjoy their lives.
However, the speaker shifts his focus from brutality to reason. She acknowledges that the love for art cannot be used as an escape route from reality. The persona finally agrees that nothing can justify war; not even art. Thus, she turns back to the portrayal of a life of hard work and tranquillity required of every artist. For instance, she says that “Be remote a while from malice and from murdering.” At the same time, she expresses that before such a life of devotion to music can be pursued, the contenders would have to arm themselves. In so doing, she momentarily reverts back to the idea of fighting presented in the initial parts of the poem. The reality of life would require that in order to achieve their dreams, the aspirants might have to use “hate” as their armour and be oblivious to the boundless beauty of art. In so doing, they would be bloodied by the conflict but the speaker implies that they train the world to accept them. 
War would not necessarily grant a peaceful environment. Instead, only a civilized humanity would allow the aspirants to have an opportunity to play their music with grace.  The speaker expresses that the aspiring artists must be ready to work incessantly, “muzzle their hurt”, and play their masterpieces regardless of their misfortune. She urges them to be disciplined in the lives. For instance, she says “Devote the bow to silks and honey”, which is s silky way of saying that music would be their source of refuge and be a fundamental part of their disciplined lives. According to the speaker a life devoted to music provides no room for spitefulness “Devise no salt, no hempen thing.” Therefore, the aspirants will need to rise above the brutality of their environment and overcome the continue temptation to take revenge.




